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The harpsichord used in tonight's recital was built in 1988 by the late John Herriott, and 
has been loaned to the School of Music by the Herriott family. It is developed from an 
instrument by Pascal Taskin, who worked in Paris in the mid-to-late 18th century. With 
two manuals and four registers (2-8 foot stops, 4 foot, ~nd peau de buffle), the 
instrument represents the harpsichord as it was evolving during the preliminary steps in 
the development of the piano by Christo fori in the mid-18th century. While there were 
attempts made later to further "improve" harpsichords and offer an alternative to the 
piano, Pascal's instrument represents the high point in the development of the 
instrument. By the 1780's, the workshop he owned, originally started by the Blanchet 
family, was making pianos as well as harpsichords. 
